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Cannot forbear Condoling with my Fellow-Sub- 
jets upon a very melancholy Subjeét; the Death 
of a Great and Excellent Lady, the Princefs So- 
phia of Hanover, the Mother of that /i/:/trious 
Family, the Reftorer. of the Saxon Line, and next 
in Succeffion to the Crown of Great Britain. This In- 
expreflible Lofs fills eiery Mouth, and Waters every 
Eye, that looks with day Regard upon the Proteffant 
Intere/# beyond Sea, or the future Welfare and Happi- 
nefs of our own Country. This is the firft Remark- 
able Alloy. that has mingled with our prefent Felicity, 
and ftruck a Damp upon the many great and invaluable 
Bleffings, which both — and Unjuft, the Grateful 
and Ungrateful, enjoy under Her Prefeat Majefty; du- 
ring a Series of Pagifich Councels, moze Succefsful than 
Her Axms, more truly Beneficial to Her People, and 
therefore Productive of Glory more properly Her 
Own, without Rivals and without a Superior. The 
Confolation,. which Philofophy and Religion afford us 
under a Calamity fo prefling and grievous, cannot pre- 
fently be felt, bur muft have time to Operate, and gain 
by degrees upon an ExcefS of Sorrow, fo very juftifiable 
and well-grounded. The pretended decent Regulations 
of Mourning ;_ the fufficiency of Funeral Rites ; the Ce- 
remoniale of Dre and Fafhion; a ftric&t Conformity 
to Orders and Periods of Melancholy; the Satiety and 
Limitation of Grief; the Neceflity of Death; Patience 
and Refignation to,a Power above us, whofe Goodnefs 
itis to make our Eafe our Duty; the uncontrolable 
Force as well as Wifdom of his Decrees; the prefent 
Happinefs of thofe, whofe Lofs we Deplore ; all thefe 
Confiderations, that ferve either to amufe or to alleviate 
our Sorrow, muft be fufpended and lie by for a time, 
before the Mind can find Room or Leifure for them ; 
becaufe of its prefent Fullnefs, and utter diftruft of any 
fadden Remedy, that can be offer’d as an effectual Cure 
for the Malady under which it Jabours. For tho’ the 
Paflions are under the juft and legal Dominion of Rea- 
fon, yet they will Rebel upon a very good Caufe, in 
vertue of their original Freedom ; and indulge to a high 
degree of Excefs and Irregulariry, where Moderation is 
Criminal, and any early Approaches towards Comfort, 
look like a Reflection bith upon the Living and the 
Dead. Jf we look back to the Character and Condué& 
of this Zncomparable Princefs, or forward to the Hopes 
and Expeétations of our People ; if we confider what 
Wafte there hath been of the Royal Blood of Britain ; 
how much of ir hath been fpile by Sacrilegious Rebels ; 
how large a Quantity hath ebb’d and run off in the 
Courfe of Narurey where there could te no Profpect 
of a due Return co enrich and refreth our Shores ; what 
Mixtures fome of the nobleft Veins have undergone ; 
how others have’ been diverted into foreign remote 
Channels, unacquainted with our Soil and Clime ; 
whilft the reft are fullied and tainted by that Polation, 
which we fo juftly Deteft and.Abhor, and therefore 
cut off by unavoidable Neceflity from the main Stream ; 
the Lof§ of any one Branch of the Royal Stem, tho’ 
withering in high Maturity, and beyond the common 
Periods of Decay, muft fenfibly affe&t us, and firike to 
the Root with uncommon Sympathy. Death, that his 
lately dealt about moft of his Arrows in Popifh Families, 
is now refolved to pur us too in mind of our many 
great and national Provocations. The Biow is like shar 


aim'd the other Day in Priffia: It falls within one of 
the Crown ; and we are not fo well provided againt 
Events of this kind, nor fo firmly fortified as our Ene- 
mics are: We have both Popery and Mortclity to con 
tend againft, attacking us on each fide, and labouring 
to multiply Exciyfons upon us: Whilft a Faction lurks 


- in our very Bowels, their old Ally and Confederare, 
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conftantly watching for, and promoting the Reduéhion 
of our Monarchy. Thefe RefleQions muft touch us to 
the Quick, make the Impreflions of Sorrow deep and 
lafting. and carry our Concern much further than Form 
and Ceremony. We may repeat the pathetick Strains in 
Shakefpear, where the Prince of Denmark thus Addrefles 
the Queen, 

Seems, Madim ? Ny, it is: Iknow not feéms : 
“Lis not alone my Inky Cloak, good Mather, 

Nor cuftomary Suits of folemn Black, 

Nor windy Sufpiration of forced Breath, 

No, nor the fruuful River of the Eye, 

Nor the dejeéted Haviour of the Vifege, 
Logether with all Forms, Moods, Shews of Grief, 
That can denote me truly. Thefe indeed feem, 
Fer they are Aflions that a Man might Play: 
But [have that within, which pAje:h Show, 
Thefe, but the Trappings, and the Suits of Woe. 


‘Tis not enough for us to fiy, that this Excellent 
Prince{s died in an advanced old Age, and was Ga- 
thered to Her Illuftrious Anceftors in the Fullnefs of 
Years and Honour. A Circumftance, that looks like 
Confolation, but really adds to the general Affiistion : 
For the laft Periods of Her Life, which Nature had 
Jengrhened out to an unufual Meafure (may Ler prefent 
Meyefiy at leaft equal Her in this, as She excels he reft 
of Her Sex in Wifdom, Piety and Goodnefs!) bein 
attended with none of thofe Decays of Body or Mind, 
which at that time of Life are almoft unavoidable, and 
whence Intelligent Beings are furnifh’d with a Defire 
of Changing for a better Life; the longer the World 
was acquainted with Her great Abilities and Virtues 
the more endearing muft that Intimacy be, and con- 
fequently the Parting fo much the more Affii@ing 
and Grievous. “Tis not enough for us to fay, that this 
a left behind Her a numerous IMflue, full of 
that Royal Britifh Blood, which She tranfimitted to 
them, and adorn’d with all thofe fhining Vertues and 
Qualities, which fhe implanted in their Nature, and 
cultivated by her own Example. ‘Tis not enough for 
us, that thofe, whio are the Heirs of her Honours and 
Dignities, are fo of her Perfeétions too, and in the fame 
ample unlimitted Manner: That fhe fill Lives in them 
and that fhe firft diftharg'd the Debt due to Pofterity, 
before the paid that of Nature. The greater ftill is our 
Grief, the greater our Concern for an /Ilu/trious Family 
and for Our felves : For in an Age fo Corrupt and De- 
generate, fo barren of Veftie and thin-fown with He- 
roick Charafters, we can never think thofe Perfons 
have liv‘d a who live alrogether to the Good and 
Advantage of the Publick. The only Confolation that 
comes home to us is this, That thére could be but One 
greater Lofs, which we were capable of receiving. I 
mention it, with the ufual Digreflions cf the Antients, 
oom Dii omen averiant, —— Maheant Servos ca Fata 

Nepotes 

























Nepote:. Here I take my Stand, and thew my Rea- 
ders, how they may form juft and proper Ideas of the 
prefent Calamity, and pay the full Tribute of Honour 
to the Memory of this Jacomparable Princefs, 1 wrong 
not her Manes, when I fay, That there is a more valu- 
able Life in being, tho’ not upon the Continent: And 
when I fay there is but one, I go the utmoft Lengths 
that Panegyrick will admit, where there is to be no 
mixture of Fitton or Hyperbole. This then is our Com- 
fort, that fhe hath left a Superior behind her: And this 
is her Glary, that we fhould be fo much at a Lofs to 
find her Equal on the Continent.! 

1 hope J thall be allow'd to Addrefs my felf as 1 ough, 
and not Unfeafonably, to the Authors and Promoters 
of thofe ttnnatural Divifions and Animofities, which at 
prefent Rend and Diftraét us, when I beg of them to 
confider, that to thefe daring Provocations we in all 
probability owe the Misfortune that is fallen upon us. 
As Wars and Fighting come from our Lufts, from 
Pride, Ambition and Biocudiohs Peace and Coh- 
cord muft be the Effect of Gentlenefs and Humility: 
And hence it is, that we are often exercis’d with Vili- 
tations and Calamities of a publick Nature, on purpofe 
to humble us, that we may be thereby difpos'd to be- 
come reconcil'd to one another ; and not wantonly For- 
feit, or malicioully Interrupt, the common Happinefs, 
which is far above our Deferts, and for which we can 
never be too Thankful. They make but an untoward 
Compliment to the Afhes of the Princefs Sophia, who 
without any manner of Reafon or Juftice, mifufe the 
Name of her Jidu/frious Family, to the keeping up of 
Party-Rage, and the Promotion of Strife and Difcord, 
the only Danger of the Proteffant Succeffion, the greateft 
Scandal to that Religion, the heavieft Misfortune we 
could poffibly bring upon our felves, and which the was 
fo nearly re ies in, and did fo often and fo vehe- 
mently bewail. J have fometimes labour'd, with all the 
Talents 1 was Mafler of, to fet the Goodnefs of Her 
prefent Maje/ty, Her Wifdom, Juftice, and other Royal 
Graces, but above all, Her unalterable and univerfal Love 
of Her People, in fo clear a Light, that fhe might appear 
to all Her People, rather as a. Tutelary Angel.and Be- 
nefattref:, than a Queen; rather as a Minifter of the 
Almighity’s Love and Tendernefs, than of his’ Juttice ; 
rather as a Mediatrix than a Sovereign ; whereby all Her 
Subjects might be won and prevail’d with, to give up 
their Feuds and Contentions at Her Feet, and Sacrifice 
all their Malice and Fury, their Parry-Raye and Refent- 
rents, in Her Prefence, who will be the firft to forget 
and deliver them over to Cblivion. of Her Royal 
Touch. the more wonderful Cure of our National Sores 
and Wounds may be perfected: By this Medium I pro- 
pos'd to reconcile every Difference and Diffention, that 
now Worries and Perplexes us : This I have prov’d to 
be both our Duty and Intereft. And certainly, when 
all Exrope thought it their Happinefs to fubmit to a 
Peace which was carried on and finifh’d by Her Condu& 
and Aufpicies: Since Her Wifdom, Juftice and Good- 
nefs, have the Confent of fo many Nations on their 
Side, it would be bafe Ingratitude and inexcufable Folly 
in Great Britain, not to accept of the fame Mediation, 
and depofit thcir Interefts in Hands the faireft and 

entleft in Nature, not Sully’'d with any the leaft ill 

fe of Power, fo often rais‘d to implore the Divine 
Succour and Proteétion in our Behalf, and never ex- 
tended, but to reach out Bleffings and Benefits to Us 
and to Our Pofterity. The Arguments is too ftrong 
and forcible, not to produce fome good Effects: And 
there are many who have found the folid Vertue of 
Loyalty in fuch a Reign, to be far more Prevailing, 
than the Jittle Prejudices and fordid Interefts of fuch a 
Party, fo Fallen and Degenerate. The Friends this fort 
ot Conduét hath loft them, can never come in Com- 
petition with that Honour and Confcience, which have 
thereby been preferv'd Spotlefs and Inviolable : but if 
there are any Seg heaps « and | ets any Ob- 
firuftions to that Peace at Home and Happy Union (not 
yet fully compleated, tho’ moft defirable) which remain 
hehind, and keep their Hold ftill in the Minds of our 
Fellow Subjefts: If we will not make an Offering of 


them at the Throne of Hr A/——y, let us : 
furrender them up, at the Sepulchre a the res 
Sophia. Let the World judge, if we omit any reafonable 
Propofals towards a Reconciliation, Tho’ how odd , 
their Temper, who Quarrel about their common “tha 
pinefs, and are only to be made Friends by Calamity > 
fin — thofe Men, whofe Pretended Zeal-for an IM. 
trious Family, outitrips their Prefent Alligiance, f 
how Cordial and Univertal Great Britain's (oief 2 - 
this Solemn Occafion, may we yet hope, that they will 
as readily comply with her, by joining in Affection and 
Duty, if not towards their O-——n, yct eowards the 
Princefs Sophia's deareft and beft Friend, that they ma 
have the Happinefs of being as near to Her Heart Ms 
She was. 

I thall not prefume to attempt a Character in thi 
Paper, which ought to be the Subjedt of Valomes ; “a 
however, the Fragments and fcatter’d Pieces of faithful 
est or Biography, are not without their Value. This 
Exce ent Princefs had a Genius equally turn’d for Con- 
verfation or Bufinefs ; that render’d her not only fit to 
be the Ornament and Delight of a Court, but to ma- 
nage and fupport its higheft Interefts. The Greatnef; 
of her Soul bore exaét Proportion to her Illuftrious 
Birth, and the exalted Station which fhe fill’d; but with- 
all, was Temper’d with fo much Sweetnefs and Affahi- 
lity, that the Duty of thofe below her became all one 
with their Pleafure; the Knowledge of her Vertues ad- 
ded to the Luftre of her Titles, and Refpest grew Upon 
Familiarity. No one ever gave Liberties with a better 
Choice, or could A& without Referve to greater Ad- 
vantage. She behav'd in both Parts to Admiration. as 
a Daughter of England, and a Mother of Germany 
Her Wit was Sprightly, Curious and Surprizing ; in 
Judgment Solid and Penetrating, founded u on the 
nobleft Maxims from Reading and Study, ex Bin'd b 
Obfervation and Experience. Nothing could precta 
the Beauties and Advantages of her Converfation, but 
her Letters : Both were Eafy, Entertaining and Ufeful. 





‘She had a Fund of Happinefs within her felf, which 


gave a Relith to her Retirements: But her Care in G 
vernment and Oeconomy fhew’d the juft Senfe the re 
of her being Born for the Good of others. Her Piety 
was Exemplary, without AffeGtation: Her Sentiments 
of Religion Worthy and Noble, neither Perplex’d with 
Doubts, nor Enflav'd by Superftition. The Neighbour- 
hood of the pha ferv'd only to confirm her in the 
Opinion fhe had of the little Cheats and impious Cor- 
ruptions of that Church and Order. None of thofe 
Senfelefs Innovations and Abfard Projets for widening 
and enlarging the Reformation, which with fo much In- 
duftry, had been tranfmitted over and difpers’d at that 
Court, fhould fhock the leaft of thofe excellent Princi- 
les, which fhe had early imbib’d, which grew with 
er fine Senfe, and made her Life Memorable: Nor 
could any new Relation or nearer Approach add to her 
Zeal and Affection for the Church of England. She 
hated every thing that was Sowre, Malicious, and an 
Enemy to Peace; in fuch a manner, that none could 
be more Studious to Prevent, more Sedulovs to Oppofe 
or more Active to Supprefs every little Quarrel and 
Party, that grew up or ripen’d, where fhe had any In- 
fluence. She knew what was due to the Bitth and Ma- 


jefty, and aéted up to the Dignity of the Royal Stock 


and Lineage whence She was Defcended. . She had feen, 


"when Young, the Misfortunes of the Famil 
“Sine ti: Was a Friend to their Bo aryy 


fore defervedly made Inftrumental ip Retrievi i 
Glory. No Rontetiens could obftrua at — 
ments or leflen her Gratitude to that Ax uff Hone. A 
Lite thus fpent, needed not a Minute’s Warning to pre- 
pare for Immortality: And where fuch Princes are al 
the Enrail, there can be no Danger of the Smcefiane 


ett 





ADVERTISEMENT. 


Juft Publith’d, the Second Edition of 
[etter to the Diffenters. Printed for John Mor- 
phew near Stationers-Hall. Price 6d. Where may 
be had the faid Boek in a fmaller Charatter, Price 3 d. 





LONDON: Printed for Johns Morphew, neat Stationers-Hal. 1714. 








